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Course content

Culture, literature, history of Central Europe. The course focuses
on the contemporary history of Czechoslovakia. The aim is
to explore, analyse and observe the so-called "dissident"
movements that developed in Czechoslovakia at the end of
the 1970s. The reflection will be based on the emergence of
innovative angles of analysis that have challenged the central
and eastern European dissident theme by deploying research
perspectives that complexify the phenomenon of dissidence by
considering it as a plurivocal and transnational paradigm. In order
to make the paradigm of dissent more complex and dynamic, and
to break with a monolithic and heroic vision of it, it will then be
considered from the point of view of its international resonance
and to observe how it was reverberated within the Western media
that highlighted it. As this course is given at the ULB, special
attention will be paid to the echo that the dissidence obtained in
Belgium. Finally, in response to the need to broaden the field of
investigation specific to Central and Eastern European dissidence,
the relations that Czechoslovak dissidents maintained with their
Polish and Russian counterparts will be considered. In this way,
the phenomenon of dissidence is placed in a broader geopolitical
context and can be seen as a transnational phenomenon.

Objectives (and/or specific learning
outcomes)

To develop the theme of Central European dissidence as a
plurivocal, protean and transnational issue.

Pre-requisits and co-requisits

Pre-requisites courses
SLAV-B200 | Civilisations d'Europe centrale | | 5 crédits

| 2024-2025

Required knowledge and skills
SLAV-B200 Central European Civilizations | - For all programmes
5 credits - Petra JAMES (Coordinator) and Dorota WALCZAK

Teaching method and learning activities

The course is given by means of power point presentations, short
presentations by students, reading of texts made available on the
UV, intervention of a Czech professor.

Contribution to the teaching profile

To question a phenomenon in a transdisciplinary way (literary,
historical, cultural, philosophical-political) in order to render its
complexity. Focus on the political and societal issues that run
through and motivate the narration of a phenomenon.
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Routledge, 2021.

Course notes
Université virtuelle
Other information

Place(s) of teaching
Solbosch

Contact(s)

Petra James

Tel : +32(0)2 650 38 53

Mail :petra.james@ulb.be
Dorota WALCZAK

E-mail : Dorota.Walczak@ulb.be
Tel.: + 32265035 36

Astrid Muls

Email : Astrid.Muls@ulb.be

Evaluation method(s)

Written report and Personal work

Evaluation method(s) (additional information)

Individual written work

Determination of the mark (including the
weighting of partial marks)

Grade based on the evaluation of a written work submitted by the
students.

Main language(s) of evaluation

French

Programmes

Programmes proposing this course at the faculty
of Letters, Translation and Communication

BA-LSLAV | Bachelor in Modern Languages and Letters : Slavic
Languages | unit 3, MA-LGERM | Master in Modern Languages
and Letters : German, Dutch and English | finalité Third language/
unit 2, MA-LLANG | Master in Modern Languages and Letters :
General | finalité Third language/unit 2 and MA-LSLAV | Master

in Modern Languages and Letters : Slavic Languages | finalité
Russian/unit 2
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