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Course content
The course is divided into three parts addressing the issue of
learning disabilities from a different perspective, each of which
is carried out by one of the course co-teachers. These parts deal
with notions of�:
 History of educational sciences.
 Sociology of educational difficulties.
 Didactics of the disciplines taught at school.
 Pedagogy, psycho-pedagogy.
 Educational policies.
 Conceptions of justice in education.
 Prejudices about success and failure at school.

Objectives (and/or specific learning
outcomes)
The aim of this course is to present students with a first approach
to the main problems in the educational sciences.
Particular emphasis will be placed on the study of teaching
and learning practices from pre-school to higher education. We
will see that the description, understanding and explanation of
pupils' and students' learning difficulties require multidisciplinary,
transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches.
At the end of this unit, students should be able to...
 Think about the relationship between the psychological

sciences and the educational sciences at the Université libre
de Bruxelles throughout the 20th century

 Historicise and problematise some of the evidence on
teaching processes and learning difficulties that we still inherit
today

 To confront various theories in educational sciences on
teaching processes and learning difficulties from the
pedagogical and didactic triangle

 Acknowledge a number of controversies on these issues
 Abandon common sense and activist categorisations in favour

of scientific approaches
 Contextualise the issue of learning difficulties within

sociological issues beyond the individual.
 Recognise the conceptions of justice used in discourses on

education.
 To know the consequences of different types of attribution of

learning difficulties.
 To understand the issues at stake in the educational policies

put in place in relation to the management of learning
difficulties.

 To be confronted with the educational research related to
these subjects.

Pre-requisits and co-requisits

Pre-requisites courses
EDUC-E101 | Les grands courants de la pensée et de la recherche
en éducation | 5 crédits

Teaching method and learning activities
 Lectures: ex-cathedra presentations, debates, questions and

answers
 Practical work: only students taking this course as additional

credits to the Master's degree in education are concerned by
the practical work. The practical work consists of the creation
of a file, in groups, on one of the subjects dealt with during
the theoretical courses, and involves the delimitation of a
theoretical framework as well as the carrying out and analysis
of interviews with educational actors.

Contribution to the teaching profile
Collecting, analysing and synthesising the information necessary
for the psychological, pedagogical and logopaedic evaluation of
situations.
This involves developing a body of knowledge to�:

 Analyse educational situations using conceptual frameworks
from educational research.

 Analyse texts and discourses related to the world of
education.

 Situate theories, tools and practices related to teaching
processes and learning difficulties in their historical and
epistemological context

 Maintain ethical reflection and act ethically in professional
situations. This includes

 Adopting a critical stance and a permanent open-mindedness
in order to act with respect for autonomy and the rejection of
dogma.
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 To question from an ethical point of view the devices,
situations, discourses and attitudes specific to the world of
education and training.

 To reflect on the societal, scientific, technical and ethical
responsibilities linked to the profession of psychologist,
educator, trainer or speech therapist.
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Course notes
Podcast and Université virtuelle

Other information

Place(s) of teaching
Solbosch

Contact(s)
Nathanaël Friant: nathanael.friant@ulb.be
General announcements and slide shows are communicated via
the UV.

Evaluation method(s)
written examination and Group work

Evaluation method(s) (additional information)
Written examination with closed questions based on the lectures
given by S. Kahn, N. Friant and T. Barrier (substituted by E. Roland)
Group work for the students in complementary credits to the
Master in Education Sciences. This consists of the production of
a file, in groups, on one of the subjects dealt with during the
theoretical courses, and involves the delimitation of a theoretical
framework as well as the carrying out and analysis of interviews
with educational actors.

Determination of the mark (including the
weighting of partial marks)
The examination is composed of three distinct parts
corresponding to the three parts of the course given by each
teacher, equally weighted (1/3 of the examination points for each
part).
For students taking the practical course, the examination and the
practical course each count for 50% of the final mark.

Main language(s) of evaluation
French

Programmes

Programmes proposing this course at the faculty
of Psychology, Educational Sciences and Speech
and Language therapy
BA-LOGO | Bachelor in Psychology and Education : Speech and
Language Therapy | unit 2 and BA-PSYE | Bachelor in Psychology
and Education : General | unit 2

Programmes proposing this course at the faculty
of Philosophy and Social Sciences
BA-SHUM | Bachelor in Human and Social Sciences | option
Bruxelles/unit 3
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