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Contenu du cours
This course provides a general introduction into key elements
of the social, political, and cultural history of Belgium. The first
part of this course provides a broad overview of the ideological,
socio-economic, and ethno-linguistic fault lines that have shaped
(the history of) this country. Special attention goes to the process
of (de-) pillarization. All editions of this course contain lessons
dedicated to the following topics: the history of migration in
Belgium; the Belgian media landscape; Belgian debates on race,
racism, integration and (super)diversity. In addition, the course
organizers collaborate with a wide range of guest speakers who
specialize in: Belgian debates on colonialism and decolonization;
contemporary dance; the Belgian comic book sector; Belgian and
European welfare policies. This list is not exhaustive. Because this
course is organized three times per year the course organizers
draw on a wide range of guest speakers in function of their
availability. The course organizers take care to contextualize
the topics and developments addressed in this course, within a
wider European framework, and actively invite students to make
comparisons with social, political, and cultural realities in the
United States.

Objectifs (et/ou acquis d'apprentissages
spécifiques)
This course is primarily intended as a crash course about Belgium
for incoming journalism and corporate communication students
enrolled at the University of Missouri who visit Brussels and the
ULB in the context of an international internship in Belgium-based
organizations and companies. The course is also open for ULB
Master students in multilingual communication. Following this
class, students will:

 develop basic insights into the socio-economic, ideological,
and ethno-linguistic factors that have shaped Belgium;

 be able to recognize stereotypical ways of thinking about
Belgian identities in the North and South of the country;

 be familiarized with less-known aspects of Belgium’s history
of colonialism and migration, as well as with a wide range of
other issues;

 be sensitized to key differences between US and Belgian or
European discourses about race and racism;

 be sensitized to Belgium’s internal diversity and be able to
discuss parallels and differences between the regions and
communities that characterize this country.

Pré-requis et co-requis

Connaissances et compétences pré-requises
No preliminary knowledge or competences are required.

Méthodes d'enseignement et activités
d'apprentissages
After a general introduction provided by Jan Zienkowski
and François Heinderyckx, students are given weekly reading
assignments. Each text provides an introduction into the following
week’s topic. Where possible, texts allow for a comparison with
the US or with other European contexts. Students are expected to
upload their answers to a set of questions one day prior to each
lesson. This facilitates fruitful exchanges between lecturers and
students. In function of the Brussels cultural agenda we suggest
events and visits, sometimes organized as part of the course.

Contribution au profil d'enseignement
The course is open to Master students in multilingual
communication. Even if the course was initially developed as a
course for exchange students from the University of Missouri,
its focus on developments and debates on both sides of the
Belgian language border, and the systematic comparisons with
the context of the United States, make this course relevant for
anyone taking an interest in intercultural, international and/or
multilingual communication.
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Autres renseignements

Lieu(x) d'enseignement
Solbosch

Méthode(s) d'évaluation
Travail personnel

Méthode(s) d'évaluation (complément)
Students will be evaluated based on their participation to the
weekly sessions (attendance is mandatory), on their weekly
written assignments (to be uploaded before the given deadline),
and on individually written argumentative or journalistic essays
of 2000 words (after the last session). The argumentative essays
are to be constructed around polemic statements such as ‘there
is no such thing as a Belgian identity’ and should be written
in public affairs style. The journalistic articles can focus on
cultural, social, economic, or political aspects or phenomena
relevant to the Belgian context. Essays must be grounded in
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facts and in academic sources. Newspaper archives and personal
experience do not suffice. Presence and participation in the
weekly assignments are obligatory.

Construction de la note (en ce compris, la
pondération des notes partielles)
The grade of this course is based on the evaluation of an
individually written essay (100%).

Langue(s) d'évaluation principale(s)
Anglais

Programmes

Programmes proposant ce cours à la faculté de
Lettres, Traduction et Communication
MA-BABL | Master en communication multilingue | finalité
Relations internationales/bloc 2 et MA-JOUR | Master en
journalisme | finalité Journalisme de récit et journalisme d'enquête/
bloc 2
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